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DocToR, 


F I uſe you with as little Ce- 
WE remony, as you do the learned 
SJE Biſhop, I think, you will have 
We no Reaſon to complain, 
I have juſt read your Exa- 
maination of the preſent Bp. of 
London's Diſcourſes, &c. with no ſmall In- 
dignation. I had your Book but two Days 
in my Houſe, and I fancied myſelf almoſt in 
as much Danger, all the Time, as St. Fobrn 
did, when he ſpied the voluptuous Arch-he- 
_ Corinthus, the Enemy of Chriſt, in the 
Bath. Ct 
\ The ſhortneſs of Time in peruſing it will 
excuſe me, if many things exceptionable did 
eſcape my Obſervation ; and the Flame glow- 
ing in my Breaſt for my Religion, which I 
think ſo ſenſibly attack'd or betrayed, muſt 
be my Apology to the impartial World, if 
any offenſive expreſſions ſhould drop from 


N 
| | 
| 


. Shs.” 


TER 


cervers, teaching Things they ought not, for 
filthy Lucre's Sake, 


I look upon you to be worſe than a com- 


mon Infidel; becauſe you once was, or pre- 


tended to be, a Chriſtian : : But the great 


Bentley, who was a ſagacious Diſcerner of 
Mankind, told ſome of his Friends many 
Years ago, as I have been informed, that you 
was a P. n; and now thou haſt laid aſide 


the Maſk, and, in my Opinion, declared thy- 


ſelf to all the World an Ap---- e, from the 
Faith as it is in Jeſus. 


P. 1. 4. you confeſs © that the Biſhop's 


Diſcourſes, publiſh'd ſo many Years, had 


paſſed unregarded by you (a hardy Cenſurer 


of their Merit) if they had not contradicted Þ 


ſomething you had advanced on the Subject 


of Prophecy, in a late Converfation.”--- 
Behold the Pride and Prejudice. with which 


our mighty Champion ſets out in this Con- 


troverſy ! You are not aſhamed to own, that 
you ſet out with the Air of a Tutor, pretend- 
ing to dictate to every Company; you're ſo 
exalted with a favourable Opinion of your 
own Merit, that you conſider your Judgment 
as the Standard of Wit and Learning, and 
will ſuffer nothing to paſs even for Senſe, but 


wars is ſtamp'd with your Approbation, . 
e 


% 
my pen. I make no Complitients to you,” 
Sir; nor do I beg any Quarter from you ; for 
. the Apoſtle- s Authority is ſufficient, to rebuke 


: L ic. ſharply all Gainſayers to the Truth, all De- 


4:14 


_— 


longer with any Ceremony; having ſeen that 


K 


if you was the only Man on Earth that had 


received a Patent for Infallibility. This is a 


Supremacy, or rather Tyranny, ſuperior to 
any ever was claimed by the Pope of Rome. 
This high Conceit of your owa Abilities 


makes you uſurp the diſagreeable Office of 


Cenſor- general, and to laſh every Opinion 
that ſuits not with your Fancy, asif your own 
dear Reaſon was entitled to a peculiar Ex- 


emption from all Miſtake, and Error entailed 


upon the reſt of the World. 


But let us come to your Examination, 
P. 8. you tell us, © You never obſerved a 


ſtronger Inſtance of a publick Patience, and 
blind Deference to a ” 7 Name, than the 


Caſe of the Biſhop's Diſcourſes. Yea verily, 
you forget a more partial Inſtance of this 
Kind in your own Favour, with Regard to 


* 


| your ſpurious Works, which ſpread Poiſon 


wherever they go. e 
All the Biſhop's Writings are truly elegant, 
uſeful, and excellent, intended for the Ad- 
vancement of true Religion, and the Good of 
Mankind: Every Subject he undertakes is 
improved under his maſterly Hand; his 
Reaſoning is nervous, his Stile is pure, far 
ſuperior to your own, which vainly affects 
the Sublime. V 
Fou go on obſerving, that * this Expe- 
rience [of the publick Patience] perhaps made 
him withdraw his Preface, and to treat us no 


the 


Ibid. 
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I 
the Publick was till diſpoſed to think hin 
in the Right, and his Nonſenſe would gg 


4 


down with them.“ OY 

How intolerable is this Inſolence, how in- 97 
decent are theſe Expreſſions to a Perſon of 
much greater Learning and Abilities than IW 2 
yourſelf! In ſhort you're ſcarce fit to carry A 
his Books, his Shoe-latchet you are not wor- 
thy to ſtoop down and unlooſe. 3 1 

If he withdrew his Preface; ſurely he 
might do with his own as he pleaſes. If fa 
there was any thing in it amiſs (not that I I 
think ſo) he was in the right, and is to be | © 
commended; St. Augu//zne, the greateſt Ge- * 
nius of his Time, wrote a Book of Retrac- 
tions; but you have not the Honeſty of either | # 
to do the ſame; though you have been de- 
tected of Lying, Forgery, and groſs Miſre- © 
preſentation of the Fathers; and Miſrepre- Þ * 
ſentation of the Scriptures = 

For you ſay, P. 19. 97. © Ehri/t and the ® 
Apoſtles Notion of Prophecy, conſidered as P 
a Proof of the Goſpel, was not drawn from : 
any Scheme of it, deduced from Adam and | 
the Antidiluvian World. They all begin with It 3 
Moſes, &c. You mean, I ſuppoſe; with f 
the Law. 1 5 J 
Strange indeed! Art thou a Doctor in our 
 Tfrael, and knoweſt not theſe Things better? 
P. 2. 3. You have appealed to the Scrip- 
tures, as the common Source of all religious 
Opinions to Chriftians, and the ſole Standard, 


by 


* 4 
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os 


have W 


[9] 


by which the Truth of them can be tried.” 
Now to the Scriptures let us go, and fairly 
examine whether you be a more candid Tri rier 
f Witneſſes than the Biſhop. 
St, Paul deduces the Goſpel- Sherrie in 1 Cor. 
many Places from Adam, &c. ſaying, As in 1 © 
Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all ben 15 
made alive. The firſt Adam was made a liv- 
ing Soul, the laſt Adam was made a quicken- 
ing Spirit. And elſewhere he ſpeaks to the | 
ſame Purpoſe : Death reigned from Adam 70 Rom. v. 
Moſes, even over them that had not ſinned 14. 
after the Similitude of Adam's Tranſgreſjion, 


 woho 18 the Figure of him that was to come. 


Again, Adam was not decerved, but the 1 Tim. 
Woman being decetved was in the 7 ranſgreſ- ii. 14,15. 


fron. Notwithſlanding ſhe ſhall be ſaved in 
| Child-bearing. 
affirms, that the Serpent beguiled Eve. Theſe, xi. 3. 


In another he expreſly , c,,. 


and many more Paſſages I could bring, ma- 
nifeſtly refer to, and very emphatically com- 
prize the Goſpel- Scheme founded in the 
Hiſtory of the Fall of the firſt Man, and his 
Reſtoration conſequent upon, and inſepa- 
rably joined with it, immediately opened and 
foretgld. in that famous Prophecy, which you oh iii. 
zinly and wickedly controverted. 
nd Scene of the Goſpel- — 25 xii. 
Aram; and its Proſpect is ſtill en-; 
5 and applied by the Writers of the | 
New Teſtament. | 

ks B St. Paul 
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ih 10 
Gal. ii, St. Paul obſerves; The Scripture foreſees 
8. ing that God would juſtify the Heathen through 
Faith, preached before 5 Goſpel unto A 5 
ham, ſaying, in thee ſhall all Nations be 
Bleſſed. And that there may be no poſſible 
Quibbling or Evaſion for the Diſputers of 
this World, he expreſſes himſelf very clearly 


V. 16, with Regard to this Prophecy : To Abram 


and his Seed were the Prone made, He 
farth not, and to Seeds, as of many, but as of 
one, and to thy Seed, which is Chriſt, 


. He goes on in the ſame Chapter proving, 


that Abram was juſt;fied by Faith in Chriſt, 

not by the Law, which was given four hun- 

| dred and thirty Years after. And our Sa- 

viour himſelf preaches the ſame Doctrine, 
John viii. ſaying, Tour Father Abram rejoiced to ſee my 
$0. Day: He ſaw it, and was glad. 


Heb. vii Not to mention ſeveral Types or Figures ſk 


11 15, of Chriſt and his Goſpel before the Law, 

4 and applied in the New Teſtament. 
Now didſt thou ever read or conſider theſe 

and many other Paſſages to the fame Pur- 


Gal. iv. Poſe? Or how couldſt thou ſo poſitively 
22, 24. aſſert, that all the Prophecies relating to the 


Heb. xi, „ Goſps , begin with Moſes, or the Law? And 
_— 1 Theſe are Queſtions more gravelling (if you 
. have any Senſe of Shame or Modeſty re- 
maining) than the _— s which ſo highly 
offended you. 

For they plainly prove you to be either, 


a Fool or a Knave, And it is no Matter 
| ; to 


(11 1 
to me which Side of the Alternative you 
chuſe. ly 
You proceed, p. 40. to obſerve, © That 
bare Prophecy delivered as the Proof of a 
divine Character in any Perſon or Doctrine, 


is incapable of any perſuafive Force, or of 


giving any Sort of Conviction, until it be 
accompliſhed. The Completion of it being 


the whole Teſt, by which its Veracity can 


be determined.” 
You repeat much the ſame Things, p. 43. 


and p. 77. 


But I muſt tell you, your Obſervation is 


| utterly falſe, as appears from the Prophecy 
of Jonas, ſaying, Yet forty Davs and Ninive jonas ili. 
hall be defiroyed ; which was attended with 4. 


all its perſuaſive Force, and yet was never 


| literally accompliſhed. 


However, p. 78, you relent a little, and 
abate of your Confidence about Prophecy 
unfulfilled, ſaying, That it can, at the 
moſt, raiſe only an Expectation or Preſump- 
tion more or leſs ſtrong, in proportion to 5 
Authority of the Perſon who delivers it.” 
This is, I ſuppoſe, all that the Biſhop 
claims; and this is ſufficient in the Account 
of our Lord himſelf preaching to the Jews in 


the Goſpel : The Men of Ninive. ſhall riſe uþ Luke xi. 
in Judgment with this Generation, and ſhall 32. 


condemn it; for they repented at the Preach- 
ing of Jonas; and behold a greater than Jonas 


B 2 4 age 
% 


{ 424 | 
Page 28, c. Becauſe you know you 


have no Friends among the Saints above, nor 
Author ofamong Chriſtians on Earth, you conjure up 
Grounds the Ghoſt of a Deiſt, as if you meant to 
8 Te frighten the good Biſhop. 
ons, &c 


Hyctere fo nequeas ſuperos Acheranta move- 


bis. Zneid. 7. 312. 


1 gueſs at your S Taſte, which will 
better reliſh a. Text from the Pagan, than 
from the ſacred Claſſicks. Upon the Ap- 
pearance of your old Friend, the Theiſt, you 
ſeem to triumph, and like Brothers of the 
' Quill, very well acquainted, and both com- 
bined in the ſame glorious Work, that is, 

In beating down the Barriers of the Chriſtian 
Faith. And who can ſtand before 70 ſuch 
mighty Champions, who bid Defiance to the 
Armies of the Living God? 

If we will take your own Word, p. 1 51. 
& You have alledged ſeveral unanſwerable 


Objections againſt the Prophecies applied to 


Feſus, tha the beſt Proof, you fay, of the 
. Gopal.” 
„ Plain-dealing, here you drop the 
9. 10. Maſk, and diſcover the Mark of the Beaſt ; 
xix. 20. that the Chriſtian World may be no longer 
deceived by you; Reverend * for this 
we are ED to you. 


- a 
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131 
Page 102. You boldly aſſert that the 
hiſtorical Senſe of the F al is abſurd and 


| contradictory to Reaſon.” Tou mean Jour 


on. 
Page 142. Vou add, This Text (Gen. 


in. 15.) yields not the leaſt Intimation con- 


cerning Chriſt, or a Redeemer of Mankind. 


Page 131. You ſay, That the Account 
of the Fall is a mere eaſtern Fable.“ 

And now, to return you ſome of your fine 
Compliments to the Biſhop, almoſt in your 


own Words, which are always inimitable : P. 183. 


From theſe fantaſtical Whims, and preca- 
rious Suppoſitions concerning the Fall, groſy 


ſpun out of your wrong Head, or unbeliev- 


ing Heart, and worked up together into ſome 


Reſemblanee of Arguments, you deduce ſome 
1 ſurprizing and recondite 


. Obſervations, p. 131, &c. nated, «tg 


draw divine and literal Pr ophecies out of a 


mere Fable, and to treat. it as the Support 
of all Religion in the Antidiluvian World, 
and the Foundation of all- the prophetick * 
Evidence which the Chriſtian Religion has 
to depend on, is more likely to weaken than 
confirm the Authority of Chriſtianity ; and 


| deſerves rather to be ranked among the 


Dreams of Viſionaries and Enthuſiaſts, than 
conſidered as the Suppeſtion a e denſe £ 
and Reaſon,” 8 | 
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[14] 

1 have plainly ſhown to all the impartial 
World the Vanity and Wickedneſs of theſe 
Pretenſions, from the Scriptures to which 
you have appealed. And conſequently, your 
inſolent Cenſures fall not only upon the Bi- 
ſhop, but alſo upon the holy Writers, parti- 
cularly St. Paul, who in all his Epiſiles con- 
ſiders the Account of the Fall, in all its prin- 
cipal Parts at leaft, as a real Hiſtory ; and 
refers to the ſeveral Parts in the very Order 
2 Cor. in which they happened; to wit, hat the 
% 3- Serpent beguiled Eve; that as all Men died 
xv. 22, in the juſt, ſo they are reftored by the 45 

45. Adam; that the Woman though firſt in t 
x Tim. Tranſgreſſion ſhall be ſaved in 55 ld. bearing. 
1 that it, by the promiſed Se ed, which, as he 
16. aſſures us in another Place, 7s Chrift. 'More- 
I John over, St. John tells us, that the Devil finneth 
ut. 8. om the Beginning, For this Purpoſe tbe 
on of God was manifeſted ; that he might 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil. Our Saviour 
himſelf teacheth the ſame Doctrine, fayipg, 
J ohn viii. The Devil uas à Murderer from the Begin- 


1 ing. —4 Liar and the Father of Nies. 


Thus the Account of the Fall, as given 
by Moſes, is inſured to us by the Goſpel- 
Writers, as a real Hiſtory in its main Points; 
and the whole Stream of the beſt Interpre- 
ters are in the ſame Way of thinking: If 
ſome of its Circumſtances are allegorical, you 


are at liberty to | JAE the moſt of them, = 


1 3 
al do not contend for the Shadow, but the Sub- 
ſe ſtance of Religion, „%%% or. 
ch This is a Matter ſo clear to me, I muſt 
ur agree with you that thou art a © hardy Cen- 
i- WH furer” indeed, or an hardened Sinner to diſ- 
i- pute it; nay, it is Charity to believe you 
1- W out of your Senſes, or ſuperannuated ; and it 
n- W is full Time to lay down your paltry Pen, 
ad never to take it up again, unleſs it be to 
ler write a Recantation. For my own Part, I 
bad rather teach Children to ſpell, than fol- 
low thee again thro' all the poiſonous Mazes 
- and Windings of the old Serpent, who hath 

e miſled thee from the Ways of Truth. | 
gs, 1.x rejoice I am come to the laſt Page or 
ne Paragraph of your Animadverſions, though 
e- like the Pangs of the expiring Lamp you 
t © ſtruggle hard, and go out with a Stench. 
ve W P. 197, Sc. Like an holy Hypocrite, thou 
of WW haſt the Aſſurance to adjourn all farther 
ur Diſputes about the Fall, to the Day of Judg- 
g, ment; a Day which alone can determine the 
n- © real Character, not only of this, but of all 

other pretended Prophecies, Inſpirations, and 
en Revelations of the Will of God; which now 
|- W chiefly occupy the Attention, and conſtitute 
s the Religion of all the Nations upon Earth.“ 


I FTaontamne rem tam negligenter?. Terent. 


ou What! and have you been contending all 
ve this Time only about pretended Prophecies, 
Sc? 
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[16] 


Sc? 1 thought you had allowed many 3] : | 


them to be real, though your Friend's Ex- 


ceptions to fore, you alleged to be unan- 


ſwerable. 


Again, do pretended Revelations, &c. of | 


the Will of God now chiefly occupy the At- 
tention, or conſtitute the Religion of our own 
Nation ? 

Doth not the Nation in general openly pro- 
feſs the Belief of the Scriptures of the Old 
and New-Teſtament, as the only Rule of 
Faith and Manners ; and do we not all agree, 
that this very Prophecy, concerning the Fall 
and Reſtoration of Man, is contained in them ? 


Is not the Scripture Authority and Suffi- 
ciency acknowledged by all? And is not this 


one of the Articles (the 6th) of that Religion, 
to which, I ſuppoſe (pardon the we 
you yourlelf have ſubſcribed ? 

Here you have led yourſelf into a ſtrange 
Dilemma ; for you affirm; that the Bible is 
a pretended Revelation, in Contradiction to 


your own Hand-writing : Or, 


You muſt own yourſelf now of another 


Mind than when you ſubſcribed, and ſo have * 


renounced the Faith ſince. 


Quantum mutatus ab illo ! 


- Either Horn of the Dilemma e you 
ivinity and 


hard, and will puzzle all your 
Philoſophy to pet clear of it. 


You 


d 


| Fra all the Solemnity of a Puritan, ſaying 


[171] 
Vou g FO 0 on to cloſe your curious Epilogue 
p. 197, &c. © And happy would it be for 
all the Nations upon Eirch, if dropping thoſe 
vain Conteſts and Wranglings about Quet- 
tions wholly ſpeculative, fruitleſs, and inex- 
plicable.“ 

Here I muſt interrupt you once more, 

Is the Fall of Man, which I have ſhewn 
to be inſeparably connected with the Redemp- 


tion of the World by Chriſt Feſus, in Scrip- 


ture, as well as in the Nature of Things, 


and in-the Minds of Chriſtians; is this, I fay, 


a Queſtion wholly fruitleſs ? If it is to you, 
it is not ſo to us. 

Nay, I think, it is not conſiſtent with Re- 
ligion, nor good Manners, to talk thus of 
Things which all good Chriſtians among us 

eſteem to be ſacred, and of the higheſt Im- 
portance. 

And now after having diſcarded all Reve- 
lation, you conclude with your finiſhing 
Stroke, a Maſter-piece of Skill, ſaying : 
Happy would it be for all Nation: upon 
Earth, if dropping thoſe vain Conteſts and 


: Wranglings about Queſtions, wholly ſpecula- 


uve, fruitleſs and inexplicable; and remitting 
The Deciſion of them to that awful Day, 
Men would apply their Pains and Zeal, to 
promote and inculcate thoſe practical, ſocial; | 
ad real Duties which are preſcribed in com- 
2 mor 
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Happineſs in this Life, and in that which is 


luckily uber, and which now pronounces 


* 


1181 
mon to all, by our Reaſon and Senſes” ¶ſen- 
ſual Duties I do not underſtand] * as the 
chief Good of our Nature” [that is, Summum 
bonum in voluptate, the Epicurean Doctrine] 


e the Foundation of all Religion; the Source 
of all our Happineſs in this Life, and of all 
our Hopes in that which is to come.“ 

This is indeed a Concluſion fit for an Anti- 
chriſtian Treatiſe, calculated to the Taſte of 
a wicked and adulterous Generation, for 
whom only you ſeem to write! 

What, do not theſe Duties, whether real, 
ſocial, or ſenſual, require the Blood of a Re- 
deemer to ſanctify them? 

Or, are they the only Source of all our 


to come? 
Do not you remember another Article of 
our Religion {the 18th) - which you un- 


Judgment againſt you in theſe Words: They 


alſo are accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that 


every Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or Seal 


which be profeſſeth ; ſo that he be diligent to 
frame his Life according to that Law, and 
the Light of Nature, The Holy Scripture 
doth ſet out unto us only the News of Jeſus, 


whereby Men muſt be ſaved. Acts iv, 12. 


Now I appeal to all the impartial World, 


whether you have not publickly declared your 
| A" 


VVGE 


=_ „ 

ne Apoſtacy from the Faith, owned yourſelf ac- 

im | curſed by the Church to which you once did 

| belong, and condemned by holy Scripture ? 

ce | Theſe are indeed hard Sayings, and harſh 

all Conſequences ; but as you ſaid very inde- 

cently in a more ſolemn Affair, upon a for- 

ti- mer Occaſion, who can help Conſequences ? 

of | And if there was a proper Authority remain 

for ing in our Church, I believe, ſhe would paſs 

the Sentence of Excommunication againſt 

eal, | you in a judicial Way, and Spue thee out of Rev. iii. 

Re- ber Mouth, as an unworthy Son, who has 16. 
endeavoured to corrupt a Nation, too finful 
already, not only with f#tmſy Stuff, but very 
impious and impure Doctrines: At leaſt ſhe 
would ſuſpend you; if, like Judas of old, 
you will not oblige the Chriſtian World by 
ſuſpending yourſelf, But alas! Judas was 

the better Man, for he repented, whereas 

you ſtill go on, without Remorſe, ſcribbling, 
and every Day receiving the Pieces of Money, 2 pet. ;;. 

as the Wages of your Unrighteouſneſs. And 15. 
with them, as I hear, thou haſt built a Tu/- 

culum or Tabernacle on Earth, though I 
cannot compare you to the *© good Houſe- 
holder,” nor the wiſe Builder; but rather 
to the wicked, voluptuous, rich Man, re- | 
Joicing in the Epicure's Song, and ſaying : Mat. vii. 
Soul, Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid up for 21. 
many Years ; take thine Eaſe, eat, drink, Luke x. 
and be merry. mT Pi 
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| 1 20] 
God forbid, that ever ſuch © nonſenſical 
poiſonous Stuff, as you have written and 


' vented in this Book, ſhould drop from the 
Pen of any Biſhop, much leſs from the pre- 


ſent Biſhop of London, who is one of the 


ableſt and moſt accurate Writers of the Age 
he lives 1 in: 


Virg.Ed. T enta Allr guantum fallenti angie of ve, 


Punicets humilis quantum Saliunca roſetis : 2 
e noſtro tantum tu cedis W 


What I have faid here 5 elſewhere, I 
cally believe'to be the Biſhop's genuine Cha-- 
racter; I ſolemnly declare I have no Intereſt 
to 2 him, for I have not the Honour to 


be known to him; I neither expect any Fa- 


vour from him, nor ſhall J ever ſollicit him 
or any other for Preferment; though I have 


but a ſmall Living, and a large Cure of 


Souls. 


Now as you have oppoſed the good Biſhop 
in the Defence of the Faith, by endeavour- 
ing to unſcttle the Minds of thue Chriſtians, | 
in the like Manner as a very wicked Man 
withſtood the Apoſtles ; give me leave to re- 
mind you of the ſharp Words wherewith St. 
Paul rebukes him, leſt thou alſo ſhouldſt 
fall under theſame Condemnation : O full of 
* all SubtiIty,thou Child of the Devil, thou Enemy 


4 al Ri dd wilt 790K not ceaſe to 


POE 


! 


pervert the ri gb· Ways of the Lord? Theſe 5 


Words are directed to Eymas the Sorcerer, 
and a falſe Prophet; I will not apply them 
to you, though you pretend to be ſomething 
of a Conjurer, as I have ſhown above; but 
it is as difficult a Matter to perſuade you 
that true Prophecy can come from God, as 
that falſe does from the Devil. ; 
But after all that you have faid and done, 
you have the Aſſurance to talk of promot- 
ing practical, ſocial, and real. Duties, Sc. 
What haſt thou to do with ſuch Duties? 
who haſt, in a moſt ſcurrilous Manner, re- 
viled and abuſed the moſt. eminent Wor- 
thies of the Chriſtian Church in the 'pureſt 


Ages, as well as the preſent Times: For no 


other Reaſon, that I can think of, but that 


they have defended the Faith with the ut- 
| el Force and Learning. | 


Calumny is thy Trade; how gainful you 


will know upon making up your Accompts; 


and thy Wit, ſuch as it is, never flaſhes 
briſker than when it is pointed at ſome ye- 
nerable Object. 


Are theſe your practical, ſocial, and real 


8 ariſing from your Reaſon and Senſes? 
We Chriſtians deſire at leaſt to chuſe the 


better Part, to follow the more refined 


Morals of the Goſpel, which enforces uni- 
verſal Charity and good Works with the 
ſtrongeſt Motives; but at the ſame Time 
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Lake preaches. a profound "Humility, ben you * 
xvii. 10. have done all thoſe Things which are com. 


manded you, ſay, we are unprofitable Ser.. 
wants, we | have done no more than our 
Duty. 'The Source of all our Happineſs is 


through the Mercy, Merits, and Sufferings 


of Jeſus. 

Upon the whole, your Way of Writing 
againſt the Faith for many Years paſt, hath 
given great Offence, not only to me, but to 
all good Men. 

Such unaccountable Conduct in a 9115 
is a groſs Prevarication with God and Man, 
as well as an open Defiance to common 
Honeſty : Like an unnatural and ungrateful 
Son, you eat the Bread of the Chriſtian 
Church, at the ſame; Time thou art endea- 
vouring to ſap her ſtrongeſt Foundations; 
you impugne and diſpute her Doctrines, 


which, by all the Rules of Honour, Con- 


ſcience, and Obligation, thou art bound to 
defend; even the Deiſts, whom thou art 
ſerving, can never think well of ſuch a trea- 
cherous Man. 

For this is (as far as poſſible at this Day) 
fulfilling the dreadful Saying of our Lord, 


Matthew. He that dippeth his: Hand with me in the 


* i. 23. Diſb, the ſame ball betray ne. 


Art thou not afraid of thus following the 
Error of Balaam for Reward, periſhing in the 
* 1 Korab, and the Earth” opening 


its 


Is Moutb wide to F thee up, as it did =_ 
Dathan and Abiram? 
But after all, I pray God you may ſcri- 
ouſly conſider theſe Things, and by his Grace 
return to a better Mind; for I fincerely de- 


1 clare, I have no Malice in my Heart againſt 
86 any Perſon living; and who can blame me 
9 for contending as earneſtly for my Religion 
P as you do againſt it? I write only that the 
» Chriſtian World may no longer be deceived, 
and that I might detect the Deceiver ; that 
F even thou 2525 mayſt learn no longer fo blaſ= 1 Cor. 
g heme Gad, and his Word, nor revile his Saints, v. 5. 
» but that thy Soul may be ſavedi in the Day of our 3 


, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that Day to which thou 
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